OEDIPUS CONFLICT AND SUPER-EGO

means of defence employed by his fear-ridden ego against his super-
ego; it expels his internalized objects and at the same time projects
them into the outerworld. The mechanisms of projection and ex-
pulsion in the individual are closely bound up with the process of
super-ego formation. Just as his ego tries to defend itself against his
super-ego by \iolently ejecting it and thus destroying it, so it also
tries to rid itself of his destructive trends by forcible expulsion.
Freud1 considers the idea of defence as well-fitted for ea general
designation for all the techniques which the ego makes use of in
conflicts which may lead to a neurosis, while we retain the word
"repression" for the special method of defence which the line of
approach taken by our investigations made us better acquainted
with in the first instance'. He furthermore emphasizes the possibility
'that repression is a process which has a special relation to the
genital organization of the libido and that the ego resorts to other
methods of defence when it has to secure itself against the libido on
other levels of organization'2. My view is also supported by Abraham
in a passage in which he says that 'the tendency to spare the object
and to preserve it has grown out of the more primitive destructive
tendency by a process of repression'.3

Concerning the dividing line between the two anal-sadistic
stages the same author writes as follows:4 'In regarding this dividing
line as extremely important we find ourselves in agreement with the
ordinary medical view. For the division that we psycho-analysts
have made on the strength of empirical data coincides in fact with
the classification into neurosis and psychosis made by clinical medi-
cine. But analysts, of course, would not attempt to make a rigid
separation between neurotic and psychotic affections. They are, on
the contrary, aware that the libido of any individual may regress
beyond this dividing line between the two anal-sadistic phases, given
a sufficiently exciting cause of illness, and given certain points of
fixation in his libidinal development which facilitate a regression of
this nature.3

As we know, the normal man does not differ from the neurotic in
structural, but in quantitative factors. The above quotations from
Abraham show that he, too, sees the difference between the psycho-
tic and the neurotic as one of degree only. My own psycho-analytical
work with children has not only confirmed me in the opinion that the
points of fixation for psychoses lie in the stages of development pre-
ceding the second anal level, but has also convinced me that these

1 'Inhibitions, Symptoms and Anxiety*, S.E. 20, p. 163.

2 ibid., p. 125.

3 'A Short Study of the Development of the Libido* (1924), p. 428.
* ibid., p. 433-
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